17 February, 2009

CALENDAR

18 February No Preps required at school — testing appointmemits

18 February Level 2 (Years 1/ 2) Information Night - 6.30pn¥-30pm Music Room

18 February Level 4 (Years 5 /6 ) Information Night - 7.30pn8-30pm Music Room

19 February Level 3 (Years 3 /4) Information Night — 7.00pr8-80pm Music Room
< @ 25 February | Year 5/ 6 District Swimming Sports

25 February Nibbles ‘n Natter Prep Night — 7.00pm — 8.00pm MuURbom

26 February Skipping Demonstration

27 February EMA Applications close

27 February New Parents BBQ

For those who like to plan ahead in 2009

DK< @ 2-6 March Year 6 Canberra Camp

5 March Cuppa with the Principal

9 March Labour Day Public Holiday — no students requiredcitool

10 March School Council Meeting — 7:30pm in the staffroom

3 April Term 1 Finishes
DA Indicates a notice has been sent home. @ Indicates notice is available online

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Fundraising for the Bush Fire Appeal

The outpouring of generosity from the Camelot
community in response to the devastating bushffigess
been an unprecedented demonstration of commuriiiy. sp
We managed to raise over $3700 dollars throughuénfo
uniform day, $2300 from the Bunnings BBQ on Satyrda
and given over 30 large boxes of donations inclgdin
clothing, toys, books, etc. It really makes youystdo be
part of Camelot! Congratulations to all the studemho
kindly donated their pocket money for others indhae
really does show that in future years, our counitybe

run by incredibly thoughtful and generous community
minded citizens.

Acting Assistant Principals

| am very pleased to announce that Mrs Marshia Mash
Mrs Kerry Elliott have successfully been appointedn
Acting Assistant Principal role. They will run ihg school
in my absence and take on greater roles of redpititysi
They will continue their role as classroom teaclzers
balance the extra duties between them.

School Council

Congratulations to the following parents who were
recently appointed to School Council: Mrs Judy
Goulbourn, Mr Craig Morton, Mr Peter Maniatis,

Mr Hamish McLean and Mr Rajiv Singh. In the DEECD

1

employee member category; Mr John-Mark Gook and Mrs
Marshia Nash were elected. Congratulations tsktine
Brooks who was re-elected as School Council Praside
and Mr Peter Maniatis who was re-elected as Vide8kt
Council President. On behalf of the whole school
community we thank all the candidates for their
commitment to our school.

An extraordinary meeting was held last night wreere
regional representative briefed council on the éhpial
Selection process. The Principal position will lbeertised
in March, interviews will commence early April ane
are hoping to appoint by the end of Term 1. Iigalés
according to plan, the new Principal will beginTiarm2.

Parent Information Nights

| encourage all parents to attend the Informatights
held this week. It is an opportunity for staff to
communicate processes and provide an opportunity to
answer any of your queries. Information booklett wi
also be handed out on the night.

Year 5/6 Boyz Group — Empower Girls

We are offering an exciting new program for our Y&
students. Tomorrow and external group will be ragra

Boyz program and Camelot staff will be running dsgi
program. Both programs will explore self esteem selfl
concepts, communication (How do young men and women
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communicate to each other about their feelinggean
awareness and control, peer group pressure, ralelso
and leaders in our community. Camelot Rise willdtne
expense out of our Welfare budget.

Maintenance

We have currently employed Mr Fary as an additional
maintenance man. Mr Tyderman and Mr Fary are
employed for a few hours a week to address conéerns
the yard and complete general maintenance arowend th
school. They have recently dealt with a fallen treglued
portable entrances with non stick surfaces, cleapetthe
yard, cleared out gutters, etc. Concreting of ldmseks is
next on the agenda. If you do notice areas of aonce
please let me know and even better come to our next
working bee to help address issues and clean upaodr

Arriving late to school

We have a number of students arriving late to schoo
already! We completely understand an occasionaldert
but there are a number of families that are lagryev
morning. It is really important for your child’s edation
that they arrive at least 10 minutes before schdare
they can relax and prepare for the day ahead,rrtiha
rushing to class in a whirlwind of anxiety and sfeBeing
punctual to school helps to reinforce to your cliild
importance of education and learning, and also show
respect for the classroom teacher.

Late Pickups

| need to again remind parents that school groangl®nly
supervised until 3:45pm. At this time, it is exfeetthat
students will have been collected by a parent ardjan.
Unless there is a specific reason (and a phonevbaite
possible) students will not be allowed to remaithia
office area past 3:50. Some nights we have ujgtt e
children waiting in the foyer! At this time thefigke staff
will then attempt to get in touch with parents.réPds who
cannot be contacted or who will be later than 3rB0yill
have to collect their child from After School Caxed
incur the costs associated. | urge parents tastssthe
process with their child.

Parents’ Club AGM and Elections

The Parents’ Club AGM was held yesterday morning.
May | take this opportunity to thank the membershef
outgoing committee who have given so much of ttieie
and effort, and to congratulate the incoming corteaibn
their appointment. The Executive Committee memmber
for 2009 are;

President Monica Cornelius

Vice President Fiona Morton

Secretary Roshini Higgins

Minutes Sec Natalie Campbell, Kirsten Dilena
Treasurer Sharon Dimattina

Assist. Treasurer Jo Hewett

Thank you to all the parents who have acceptediposi
on the committee and to those parents who have
volunteered their time.

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle

The Bunnings Sausage Sizzle at Vermont South last
Saturday was a huge success. Thank you to the exemb
of the Parents’ Club who organised the day anti¢o t
parents who assisted in so many ways. And tdell t
families who visited Bunnings and bought a saustgak
you too!

Year 6 Camp

The final payment of $100 is due this Friday, 20r=ary.
Any family experiencing difficulty in meeting theipment
schedule is asked to contact the school office in
confidence. The medical forma and clothing lisswant
home last week. Any parent who did not receivs thi
notice can download a copy from the school website.

Year 4 Sovereign Hill Camp

We are in the process of organising the Year 4 camp
Sovereign Hill which will take place from Wednesdzy/
April to Friday 1 May. Any parent wishing to astsbn
this camp is asked to send a note or email todheds
office as soon as possible.

Sharon Reiss-Stone — Acting Principal

From the Office......

EMA — Applications are available from the school offarethe website avww.camelotrise.vic.edu.auApplications close on
27 February.

School Levies- Levies were sent home last week with the elclaid in every family. These levies are now dud are
payable at the school office. A copy of the eacfele notice is available from the school website.

Education Tax refund — The Educational Tax Refund is available for fasiin receipt of Family Tax Benefit (FTB) Part A.
Parents requesting a tax receipt for this purpos@sked to note the request on the levies naticéfees have already been
paid, please forward a written request to the scbffice. The tax receipts for eligible expenseab ke issued over the next
few weeks. More information can be found on theDAWebsite at
http://www.ato.gov.au/individuals/pathway.asp?pc002/067/001/001

Bushfire Donations —Under instruction from the ATQlonations of less than $10 do not require a redeipjust need to be
noted. If you require a receipt for donationsxaoess of this amount, please contact the schoickoff
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Student Code of Conduct

Over the last few weeks students have been buedilyng) back into school, embracing new routinesijgiting our school values
and exploring their rights and responsibilitiesaegudent at Camelot Rise. Teachers and studamsviorked together to
establish a classroom Code of Conduct, explorifgabieurs that ensure their learning environmestig, secure and engaging.
Students have also worked on defining what unaabépbehaviour looks like and have discussed theeTdut Procedures Flow
Chart (refer to chart) to ensure they understaadtinsequences for inappropriate behaviour.

At the start of this year staff spent time definmg discipline procedures in the classroom andaicyard to ensure:

The disciplinary procedures were consistent froas€lo class, and yard duty teacher to yard daghts;

Students were well informed of consequences fgypnapriate behaviours. The timeout process (wteehild is asks to sit in
the classroom away from the other students forg®ef time or he/she is sent to complete timewitih a Leading Teacher in
his/her classroom). Parents are to be contactesefous offences, when a child is sent to thellrepTeacher/Principal/Assistant
Principal or when minor offences have been madsetbr more times.

Although dealing with serious offences is very rareur school the refining of our processes hiasval us to better track and
follow up students who are having issues in th@skthard, students who are consistently involvethinor incidences and to
better communicate these happenings to parents.

Communication is a vital and essential part ofhtbalthy functioning of our school and we know tihé the support and
communication between you and the teachers thatrdate the success of your child’s education. @idth we have formal
communication processes (diaries for Yr 3-6 stusldnformation Nights and Interviews), please dbfaeel this is the only time

to raise concerns or even express your gratitiyarir child’s wellbeing and education is importamtis, so please keep connected
to what is happening at school (by reading thisstetter, attending information nights and askingrychild about what's
happening at school). If you do have any quernigacerns, please arrange to meet or talk to ghoilo’s class teacher at a
mutually suitable time. We hope this gives youearcoutline of our whole-school approach focussingafety and wellbeing

and we are looking forward to the wonderful yeat thy ahead!

| would like to also take this opportunity to exgsemy gratitude and excitement in being appointetihg Assistant Principal,
while Sharon is acting in the Principal positidram looking forward to further developing my leastdp capacity and eagerly
embrace the new experiences that this positiomoffeknow that with the support of the staff awthool community we will
continue to define our processes and implemeniraamis improvements to ensure that Camelot Risaireyan exemplary
school. A school that delivers an innovative auitiim, and embraces cutting edge teaching anditeppnactices. | would also
like to extend my congratulations to Mrs MarshissNawho will be sharing this position with me.ytfu do have any suggestions
for improvements, our door is always open. | Iémkvard to seeing you around the school...

Kerry Elliott -
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Acting Assistant Principal
Awards for the Week

Last Week —

This Week

Sport News- Interschool Sport this week is an away game tolBany Rise
Interschool Sport— Camelot Rise made a great start to the Inted@yort Summer Season. All students put in atgrea
’ effort, showed good sportsmanship and encouragadaher against Holy Saviour last Friday. A bigrk you to all the
’ parents who have offered to assist and suppotttres.

Kanga Cricket CRPS Def HS 236 to 162 Bat Tennis HS def CRPS 71t06
Volley Stars CRPS defHS 2setsto 0O Basketball CRPS def HS 36to 17
Softball HS def CRPS 8to7

Intraschool Swimming Trials — Last Wednesday we held our Intraschool Swimmingl$rat Aqualink Nunawading. All
students who took part showed enthusiasm and igwad to see so many having a go. Thank you tod airvis, Judith
Clinch and Mary Zoros for their help on the dayistiict Swimming willl be held on Wednesday 25 Redmy at Aqualink
Nunawading.

Skipping — CRPS are putting together a year 5 / 6 skippimgadestration team this year. Some members of tira ta&ill

attend a Demonstration Day at the State Netbaltr€em Thursday 26 February. At this event theemis will learn skills, see
other teams perform and find out what is requigeddtablish our own team. These students will grentice twice a week to
perfect a routine for performances later in theryaganotice will be sent home to the students soon

Uniform shop
There will be a price rise on some uniform items &éctive from 1 March. Order now and beat the pricerise!!
The price increases have been made by one of darsuppliers and has been their first increaseyad@s. The
increased prices came into effect in October laat.y The Parents’ Club has been absorbing the pricease over thig
time to allow for families to purchase uniformsuegd for the start of the year at the lower cddawever, this cannot
continue and the new prices wikcome effective from 1 March, 2009.
A revised price list will be available shortly. dtk you for your understanding in this matter.

- The Uniform shop opens on Mondays from 8.30am @&1®and reopens after assembly for half an hour.

- Orders can be made any time at the office and sually filled within 2 days.

- Exchanges or refunds can be given on new unifemstwhere they have NOT yet been washed, wornroeda

- No exchanges or refunds can be given to second nanctiases.

- Washing instructions for all uniforms are availahtehe uniform shop.

- At the moment there is a good range of second fiant including some items in bigger sizes.

- We accept Cash, Cheques, Master card and Visdrctrd uniform shop. EFTPOS facilities are avdéadt the school office.

Staff in the Uniform Shop

Just a gentle reminder that all the staff who warthe uniform shop are volunteers, and have vgllijiven their time to help
you with your uniform needs. Whilst there may ineets when you may have to wait to be served, weldvapipreciate your
continued patience and understanding.

I would like to thank Irene, Teena, and Claudiaditheir time and support for the last two yeduigirianne for her time and
support last year; and Nicole, our newest voluptieerjoining the team this year. We would not éawuch a friendly and
efficient service without them. Thank you.




Parent Helpers Wanted
If any parents are available for an hour or sodip ltompile some class sets of MAB (Maths place&/dllocks) it would be
greatly appreciated. Please see me if you aretalbielp. Thank you! Adrienne Meer — Maths Co-ordinator

Canteen
Lunch orders will be available on Thursdays and mél supplied bysourmet Delistat the Glen.

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

17/2 | Antoinette W, Jo H 18/2 Jo H, Help Required /219 Le Vearne H, Joanne Y, Mersada

24/2 | Teena P, ElisaM 25/2 Antoinette W, Amanda B | 6/22 | Le Vearne H, Janine W, Anne Marie [T

Parents’ Club
Coming Events:

| Next Meeting | T.B.A. |

s AGM — Thank you to all the parents who attended théAGday. The new committee is ready to go for 2009
Thank you to last year's committee for all theinéi and hard work.

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle Thanks to everyone who gave up their time tp bal Saturday. It was a huge success with just

over $2300 profit raised, all of which will go tRed Cross Bushfire Appeal. Well done everyone!

Help your children make sense of the natural disasters

As adults we all want our children to live carefree lives and keep them from the pain

and even horror of tragedies such as natural disast ers. In reality we can’t do this.

The Queensland floods and the Victorian bushfirescontinue to wreak incredible havoc on so many people’s lives and will no
doubt leave an indelible imprint on our collective psyches. These two natural disasters will be brought into our living rooms
via the media over the coming days and weeks. As adults we all want our children to live carefree lives and keep them from
the pain and even horror of tragedies such as natural disasters. In reality we can’t do this. So what is a parent, teacher, or
other caring adult to do when the natural disasters fills the airwaves and the consciousness

of society? Here are some ideas:

1. Reassure children that they are safe.  The consistency of the images can be frightening for young children who don’t
understand the notion of distance and have difficulty distinguishing between reality and fiction. Let them know that while this
event is indeed happening it will not affect them directly.

2. Be available. Let kids know that it is okay to talk about the unpleasant events. Listen to what they think and feel. By
listening, you can find out if they have misunderstandings, and you can learn more about the support that they need. You do
not need to explain more than they are ready to hear, but be willing to answer their questions.

3. Help children process what they see and hear, par ticularly through television.  Children are good observers but can
be poor interpreters of events that are out of their level of understanding.

4. Support children’s concerns for others. They may have genuine concerns for the suffering that will occur and they may
need an outlet for those concerns. It is heartwarming to see this empathy in children for the concerns of others.

5. Let them explore feelings beyond fear.  Many children may feel sad or even angry with these events so let them
express the full range of emotions. They may feel sadder for the loss of wildlife, than for loss of human life, which is
impersonal for them.

6. Help children and young people find a legitimate course of action if they wish.  Action is a great antidote

to stress and anxiety so finding simple ways to help, including donating some pocket money can assist kids to

cope and teaches them to contribute.

7. Avoid keeping the television on all the time. The visual nature of the media means that images are repeated over

and over, which can be both distressing to some and desensitizing to others.

8. Be aware of your own actions.  Children will take their cues from you and if they see you focusing on it in an

unhealthy way then they will focus on it too. Let them know that it is happening but it should not dominate their lives.

9. Take action yourself. Children who know their parents, teachers, or other significant caregivers are working to

make a difference feel hope. They feel safer and more positive about the future. So do something. It will make

you feel more hopeful, too. And hope is one of the most valuable gifts we can give children and ourselves. Children’s worlds
can be affected in ways that we can’t even conceive of so adults need to be both sensitive to children’s

needs and mindful of what they say and how they act in front of children. In difficult times, it is worth remembering what adults
and children need most are each other.

Published by Michael Grose Presentations. All right s reserved.

Michael Grose is one of Australia’s leading parenti ng educators. For more parenting information and re sources visit
www.parentingideas.com.au _ PO Box 167 Balnarring VIC 3926 P. 03 5983 1798 F. 03 5983 1722 E.
office@parentingideas.com.au
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CHIP offer a number of programs held in the school
library on Thursday afternoons from 4:00pm to 5180p
Staff have experience and skills in working with
children from pre-school through to university leve
Some of these students may be underachievers or b
quick gifted learners seeking further extensiéor
more information, please contact the school office
view the CHIP website atww.chip.edu.au
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