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Quality Beginnings 

In our first week of school we set up our learning 

community in our classroom. This involved:

O Classroom expectations

O Morning and afternoon routines

O Understanding how we learn

O Learning about each other

O Developing friendships



Compass

We use Compass as a means of communication between classroom 

teachers and parents.

If you would like any further information about Compass, see the Office.

Please check Compass regularly for 

upcoming events and to log absences

∙ School Newsletter - available from

school website and notification

on Compass.



CURRICULUM 

How we teach Reading 
Vision: At CRPS we want students to develop a love of literacy and to be 

equipped with the skills they need to explore and appreciate their world.

• 5 hours of reading lessons per week

• Explicit instruction of reading skills and strategies as a whole class, small 

group or individually

• Examples of Methods of Instruction

• Modelled reading

• Shared reading

• Teacher focus groups (eg. Guided reading)

• Conferencing – individual goal setting

• Independent reading

• Buddy reading





How we teach Writing

Ralph Fletcher: “We need to set up a community of writers 
who write from their heart and their head.”

•In the classroom:

•They will use a Writer’s Notebook to help with writing ideas

•We will use a Writing process: planning, drafting, revising and 
sometimes publishing

•Some texts may be worked on for several sessions

•Writing conventions will be taught in context

•We will examine many different writing forms



Different writing elements
5 hours of writing lessons per week - minimum 

O Methods of instruction:

O Modelled writing

O Shared writing

O Conferencing

O Purposes for writing:

O to entertain

O to persuade

O to inform/explain

O Language Experience 

O Oral language - EAL 

(language experience)

0 Writer’s Notebook

O The writing process:

O Brainstorm/Plan

O Draft

O Revise 

O Edit 

O Publish



How we teach Spelling

We will teach students spelling throughout the week. 

Spelling will be differentiated and taught to students to support them at 
their point of need. 

As as school we are developing our spelling program.



Speaking & Listening

O Classroom and Specialist opportunities:

O Shared reading (whole class)

O Buddy Reading

O Conferencing 

O Whole class/small group discussion

O Circle time

O Class Meetings

O Small group work 

O Formal upfront presentations 

O Pair discussion/Talking Buddies

O Take home pet



Maths
Across Level 1/2 

• 5 hours of maths lessons per week

• We follow our Teaching and Learning Model when teaching Maths

• Maths concepts are taught at the students’ point of need

• All students are extended according to assessments

• Students work in a hands-on way with a variety of materials

• Students to see links between different areas of the curriculum

• Essential Assessments – Pre/Post testing

• We used this data to form teaching focus groups and to plan for 

Teaching and Learning in PLTs

• Mathletics



Inquiry

Term 1 – Identity: Who am I?
Why is it important to know about our family/ local history?

Students will explore these four key concepts:
O Each of us has a different family history.

O Our family history is important to who we are.

O Change is happening and is a part of life.

O History can be recorded.



What DT looks like at Level 1 and 2

● Learning to use a range of devices, including netbooks and tablet 

technologies;

● Safe computer usage – including Cyber Safety and how to use 

different types of technology safely;

● Learning how to create files, store and save files, retrieve files 

correctly;

● Using technology to present thinking processes – making graphic 

organisers (e.g.. mind-maps);

● Using Microsoft Office programs (e.g.. Word, PowerPoint, Publisher 

and Excel) to present ideas and learning).

● All computer usage at school is supervised and structured to enhance 

student learning;

Digital Technologies



Seesaw 

Why?

*Increased communication between home and school 

*To provide more authentic examples of student 

achievement and progress

*To develop ICT skills

How and When?

*At least 3 pieces per term from classroom teacher, 1 each 

from specialists over the year

*Student codes/family logins

*Account/app/platform information 



Discovery
‘Play gives children a chance to practise what they are 

learning’- Fred Rogers

● All level 1/2 classes will have at least one session of focused 

discovery learning weekly

● Lessons will allow students to develop social and emotional 

regulatory skills

● Teachers will take assessment notes on personal and social 

capabilities demonstrated through lessons

● Experiences will be open ended (eg. Lego) or some planned 

to purposely tie in with curriculum focus (eg. family craft 

activity to link in with Inquiry). 

● Students can work across grades 



O School values – Respect, Resilience, Responsibility

O Wellbeing program within the classroom

– managing our emotions

– relationships 

– how to make and keep friends

– social skills for the playground

– regular circle times

- buddies for Year 1s 

O Whole school focus

O School Wide Positive Behaviours - new to the school this 

year and will provide a framework for ALL students and 

teachers to work positively with expected behaviours 

O Buddy bench and peer mediators

CRPS Whole School Wellbeing Program



The Homework expectations for students in Levels 1 and 2 are:

✓ Reading each night (recorded in Reading Log)

✓ Participation in the show and tell program 

Homework



Specialist Programs

O French and Performing Arts – F-2 

Rosemary Thom

O Physical Education and Sport 

Cameron Stillman

O Visual Arts

Deb Hong

O STEM  

Lorna Vinar



Parent Representative

● New in 2023 to help foster communication within the school 

community

● Class or Year Level Representative (volunteer) to compile a 

family contact list (opt-in participation), organise family 

activities out of school hours, providing reminders to parents 

of any upcoming events and promoting communication 

between school and parents



Thank you

Question & Answer time


